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MID-DAY  
CHRISTMAS EVE 
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Worship Leader: Pastor Thomas Engelbrecht       Preacher: Pastor Richard Krause 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

  

“Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Please stand to sing the final stanza. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

  

P: We worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

C: Proclaim his salvation day after day. 

 

P: Declare his glory among the nations, 

C: His marvelous deeds among all people. 

 

P: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 

C: Tremble before him all the earth. 

 

P: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

C: Let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 

 

P: Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 

C: Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy, 

 

P: For he comes to judge the world in righteousness 

C: And the peoples in his truth. 

 

P: Sing to the Lord a new song:  

C: A Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord! 

 

PRAYER 

 

P: Eternal God, we are gathered to celebrate the birth of your Son Jesus, whom you sent 

as a baby to be the Savior of the world. Through him we have been set free from the 

bondage of sin, death, and the power of the devil. Fill us with longing for his coming 

again, not as a humble baby born in a stable, but as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

In his holy name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 

 (all sing) 

 Oh, come, oh, come Emmanuel, 

  And ransom captive Israel 

 That mourns in lonely exile here 

  Until the Son of God appear. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

  Shall come to you, O Israel! 
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 Oh come, O Key of David, come; 

  And open wide our heav’nly home. 

 Make safe the way that leads on high, 

  And close the path to misery. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

  Shall come to you, O Israel! (CW 23:1,4) 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST LESSON  Hebrews 1: 1-12 
 
 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Maj-

esty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited 

is superior to theirs. 
 

 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
 

“You are my Son; 

    today I have become your Father”? 
 

 Or again, 
 

“I will be his Father, 

    and he will be my Son”? 
 

 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 
 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
 
 In speaking of the angels he says, 
 

“He makes his angels spirits, 

    and his servants flames of fire.” 
 

 But about the Son he says, 
 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 

    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

    therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

    by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
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 He also says, 
 

“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, 

    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 

They will perish, but you remain; 

    they will all wear out like a garment. 

You will roll them up like a robe; 

    like a garment they will be changed. 

But you remain the same, 

    and your years will never end.” 

 

“Behold, a Branch Is Growing” 
 

 Behold, a Branch is growing of loveliest form and grace, 

   As prophets sang foreknowing; it springs from Jesse’s race 

 And bears one little flow’r in midst of coldest winter, 

   At deepest midnight hour. 
 

 Isaiah had foretold it in words of promise sure, 

   And Mary’s arm enfold it, a virgin meek and pure. 

 Through God’s eternal will this child to her is given 

   At midnight calm and still. 
  

 This flow’r, so small and tender, with fragrance fills the air; 

   His brightness ends the darkness that kept the earth in fear. 

 True God and yet true man, he came to save his people 

   From earth’s dark night of sin. 
 

 O Savior, Child of Mary, who felt our human woes, 

   O Savior, King of glory, who conquered all our foes, 

 Bring us at last, we pray, to the blest courts of heaven 

   And to the endless day.  (CW 47:1,2,4,5) 

 

SECOND LESSON  Luke 2: 1-20 
 
 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the en-

tire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 

 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 

the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While 
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they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 

no guest room available for them. 
 

 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 

will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 

 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, 
 
   “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

       and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth-

er, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.” 
 

 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shep-

herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 

which were just as they had been told. 

 

“Joy to the World” 
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SERMON TEXT  John 3: 16 
 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

SERMON THEME  GOD’S GREATEST GIFT 
  

GATHERING OF THE THANKOFFERING 

 

“O Holy Night” (soloist) 
 

 O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; 

  It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

 Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

  Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

 A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

  For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
  

 Fall on your knees; O hear the angel voices. 

  O night divine, O night when Christ was born. 
 



 

 

 Led by the light of faith serenely beaming; 

  With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 

 So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

  Here came the wisemen from Orient land. 

 The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

  In all our trials born to be our friend. 
 

 Truly he taught us to love one another; 

  His law is love and his gospel is peace. 

 Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 

  And in his name all oppression shall cease. 

 Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 

  Let all within us praise his holy name. 
  

 Christ is the Lord; O praise his name forever. 

  His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim. 

 O night divine, O night divine. 

  O night, when Christ was born.  

   

Stand 

  

PRAYER 

   

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

  

P. The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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“Silent Night! Holy Night” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Bible ® NIV ® Copyright 2011 
Hymns from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal Electronic Pew Edition 03N3038 
© 2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, WI 
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Welcome, dear friends in Christ! Grace to you and peace from our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the good tidings of great joy resonate 

as we share our hearts with the Lord and our friendship with one an-

other on this blessed eve. May the peace and love of Christ our Savior 

be with you and yours always. If you are visiting, please sign the guest 

book in the gathering area and come back and worship with us soon.  
 

Available Services: There are restrooms in the coatroom area and in the parents’ 

room. Hearing Assistive Devices are available from an usher. We have both ear buds and 

loop FM receivers for those with hearing aids. Our ushers are glad to provide large print 

bulletins for those who need them. 
 

Attention Parents: If you need a place to take a crying or noisy child during the service, 

you may use the parents’ room adjacent to the sanctuary. You can hear and view the ser-

vice there. You will find a diaper changing station in the parents’ room and in both re-

strooms located in the coatroom area. 

 

Worship Schedule Changes: In addition to the special Christmas worship services 

(listed on page 10), please note that there are no worship services on Saturday, Dec. 28, 

Monday, Dec. 30, nor Wednesday, Jan. 1. Our regular Saturday services will resume on 

Jan. 4 at 5:00 pm. Our regular Monday services will resume on Jan. 6 at 7:00 pm. Our reg-

ular Wednesday worship services will resume on Jan. 8 at 12:00 & 6:30 pm.  

 

Lambs of Christ Learning Center will be closed December 23-January 1. 

 

The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday-Wednesday, December 24-25 and 

Wednesday, January 1.  

 

Thank You! Pastors and church staff would like to thank everyone for the many cards, 

gifts, and well wishes received from so many this Christmas season. May the Lord bless 

our common labors to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ into the new year and be-

yond!  

 

The Christmas Poinsettias which beautify our sanctuary for the Christmas season may 

be purchased. The price is $26 each. A signup sheet with more details is on the table in 

the gathering area with an attached envelope for your payment. The poinsettias may be 

taken home after our Christmas Day worship services. 
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The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Kim & Tim Kaminski in honor of  

Madeline Crucius’s 18th birthday. 

 

Organist Charles Bonow will present his worship service concert, “Oh, Come, Let Us 

Adore Him” during our 8:00 & 10:30 am worship services on Sunday, December 29. This 

service concert, by means of the Word of God and song, will accord us an edifying hour of 

worship focusing on the birth of Jesus, our newborn Savior. (Learn more at charles-

bonow.com.) 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School’s Inspiration, a vocal jazz chamber choir, will glori-

fy God in our 8:00 & 10:30 am worship services on Sunday, January 12. 

 

Christmas Eve Children’s Service - Dec. 24, 4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - Dec. 24, 11:00 pm 
 

Christmas Day Service of Carols - Dec. 25, 9:30 am 
 

Worship Concert with Charles Bonow  

 - Dec. 29, 8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship Service at Erin 

 - Dec. 29, 5:00 pm (at Erin School) 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship Service 

 - Dec. 31, 5:00 pm 



 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
W240 N3103 Pewaukee Road, Pewaukee, WI  53072 

If we can be of service to you, please feel free to contact one of the people listed below: 

Rev. Dr. Richard A. Krause, Senior Pastor pastorkrause@christpewaukee.org 

Rev. Timothy R. Gerbing, Discipleship Pastor pastorgerbing@christpewaukee.org 

Rev. Richard H. Warnecke, Outreach Pastor pastorwarnecke@christpewaukee.org 

Rev. Thomas M. Engelbrecht, Assimilation Pastor pastorengelbrecht@christpewaukee.org 

Rev. Dale R. Baumler, Visitation Pastor upknifedb@gmail.com 

Pastor Paul & Aneela, International Friendship Center pastorpaul@christpewaukee.org 

Mrs. Katie Neuman, IFC Coordinator kneuman@christpewaukee.org 

Mrs. Andrea Valerio, Music Director avalerio@christpewaukee.org 

Mrs. Rebecca Berger, Preschool Director rberger@christpewaukee.org 

Mr. Gary Kamin, Business Manager gkamin@christpewaukee.org 

Mrs. Alicia Ulm, Administrative Secretary aulm@christpewaukee.org 

Mrs. Barb Brandt, Administrative Assistant office@christpewaukee.org 

Church Office Hours: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm, Monday – Friday 

Church Phone: 262-691-0720          Church Email: office@christpewaukee.org 

Church Website: www.christpewaukee.org           Facebook: www.facebook.com/christpewaukee 

WELS Website: www.wels.net 

 

Offering Envelopes & Online Giving 
 

 Members, your 2020 offering envelopes are in your call boxes. Please do not 

use the new envelopes until January 2020 and then discard any unused 2019 envelopes 

that you may have left as of January 1, 2020.  When you pick up your envelopes, please 

take a moment to check that the envelopes are yours and that the number printed on the 

label is identical to the number on the envelopes. If not, or if you have any questions re-

garding offering envelopes, please contact Gary Kamin in the church office 262-691-0720, 

ext. 230. 
 

 If you are interested in Online Giving, simply visit www.christpewaukee.org, 

scroll down, click on “Online Giving,” and follow the instructions on the website. If you 

have any questions, please contact Gary Kamin in the church office at 262-691-0720, ext. 

230 or gkamin@christpewaukee.org. 
 

 Our offering counting volunteers are making an appeal to please write separate 

checks for the General Fund and Building Fund. These funds are deposited into two 

separate bank accounts and it is difficult to “make change” to get a single check into two 

accounts. Thank you! 


